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Monofilament Fishing Line Cleanup in Tampa Bay
November 4, 2000 – 9:00 a.m.

Photo Opportunities - Maximo Park Event

More than 150 community volunteers will help clear over 60 colonial wading and seab ird
rookery islands in Tampa Bay of deadly monofilament fishing line on November 4, 2000. 
This  program, coordinated by Tampa BayWatch and The National Audubon Society, is
funded in part by bird restoration funds from the 1993 Tampa Bay Oil Spill Settlement.  

Many of the volunteers will meet at Maximo Park in St. Petersburg at  9:00 a.m. for a short
captain’s meeting and announcements from program coordinators.  Volunteer boaters
and their crews will then travel to Little Bird Key for hands-on training on monofilament
removal and the handling of injured wildlife.  Media and photographers are welcome.

"I'm delighted to join in this important project along with more than  twenty-five NOAA
employees from around Tampa Bay," said Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for
Oceans and Atmosphere Scott  Gudes.  "It's  most  appropriate to  celebrate NO AA's
thirtieth anniversary by working hand-in-hand with our partner agencies and the citizens
of the region to help restore this precious ecosystem."

In August of 1993, three ships collided near the entrance of Tampa Bay, Florida,
spreading oil along 13 miles of beaches in Pinellas County injuring birds, sea turtles,
mangrove habitat, and other natural resources in Boca Ciega and lower Tampa Bay.  In
April of 1999, The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, The US Fish and
Wildlife Service,  Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection, and responsib le
parties agreed to an $8 million settlement for restoring natural resources damaged by the
spill.  In addition, the responsible parties agreed to develop and implement a number of
specific ecological restoration projects. In addition to the monofilament clean-up,
restoration projects include: mangrove restora tion, saltmarsh res toration, bird
rehabilitation, sea turtle recovery, and sediment and water column restoration.
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Monofilament entanglement is the one of the largest cause of mortality to shorebirds,
wading birds and seabirds in Tampa Bay.  Anglers who accidentally hook seabirds while
fishing often release the birds by cutting the fishing line, leaving long strands of line
attached to the birds.  The birds then return to their colonial island, usually mangrove
islands, only to become hopelessly entangled in the monofilament line and mangrove
trees.  The monofilament line remains in the trees to further entangle other birds for
decades to come.

“This event provides an excellent opportunity for volunteers to play a hands-on role in
the community stewardship of Tampa Bay.  The monofilament cleanup is just one of
many projects Tampa BayWatch coordinates in an effort to improve coastal areas in
Tampa Bay”, said Peter Clark, Executive Director of Tampa BayWatch.  

###

Space is limited on volunteers’ boats for the morning event, so RESERVATIONS ARE
REQUIRED.  To make reservations, or for further information, please contact Peter A.
Clark, Executive Director of Tampa BayWatch, at 727-896-5320.

Program sponsors include: Tampa Bay Watch, the National Audubon Society, and the Bernice
Barbour Foundation                     

Tampa Oil Spill Natural Resource Trustees: The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Florida Department of
Environmental Protect


